[Education in public health in Mauritius. Presentation of an experience].
In December 1991, fourteen physicians in the public sector received a degree entitled "Methods in public health", awarded by the dean of Université de Bordeaux II (France) and the Mauritius minister of health. The ceremony crowned a two-year course consisting of 350 hours of lectures and other teaching exercises, broken down into 12 subject areas (epidemiology, biostatistics, medical informatics, demographics, health care, planning, health economics, etc.). The graduates did an average of 10 year's field work in a primary health care center. The degree was awarded after completion of a mini-thesis based on an original study of a selected Mauritian public health problem. In 1992 and 1993, a new, shorter course in community health was offered to other Mauritian physicians by staff from Université de Bordeaux II. We consider that such initiatives would be profitable in other countries like Mauritius, where commonly encountered health care problems of the developing countries coexist with those found in the industrialized world. This will also be an important initiative in countries where initial training in various contexts and therefore can benefit from a common continuing medical education, particularly in public health. One key factor in the success of such projects is their full integration within the medical sciences.